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Paper XIV - Indian Political Thought - II  

(6.2) 

Core Course - (CC) Credit:6 
 

Course Objective  
The objective of this course is to study important themes through individual thinkers. The course 
has been designed to give students a glimpse about the richness and diversity within Indian 
political thought. The thinkers have been consciously selected to represent a wide spectrum of 
ideologies and vantage points within the modern Indian thought tradition. Selected extracts from 
original texts are also given to discuss in the class. This shall help students to have some 
experience in understanding how these thinkers build up their arguments and developed their 
views on the respective themes. 
 
Course Learning Outcomes 
The course is aimed to equip students with critical understanding about modern Indian thought. 
The thematic exploration of ideas is meant to locate the topical debates on important subjects on 
a historical trajectory and reflect over the diverse possibilities exhibited in the writings of the 
respective thinkers. It is expected that at the end of the course the students will be able to think 
about issues and debates in contemporary India from multiple vantage points including its 
historical significance in the Indian tradition. It would also help them develop toleration and 
respect for diverse opinion and at the same time, to admire and appreciate the plurality within the 
modern Indian intellectual tradition. 
 
Unit 1: 
Introduction to Modern Indian Political Thought (4 lectures)  

 
Unit 2: 
Rammohan Roy: Rights (4 lectures) 
 
Unit 3: 
Pandita Ramabai: Gender (4 lectures) 
 
Unit 4: 
Vivekananda: Ideal Society (5 lectures)  
 
Unit 5: 
Gandhi: Swaraj (5 lectures)  
 
Unit 6: 
Ambedkar: Social Justice (5 lectures)  
 
Unit 7: 
Tagore: Critique of Nationalism (4 lectures) 

 
Unit 8: 
Iqbal: Community (5 lectures)  
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Unit 9: 
Savarkar: Hindutva (4 lectures) 
 
Unit 10: 
Nehru: Secularism (4 lectures)  
 
Unit 11: 
Lohia: Socialism (4 lectures)  
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Teaching Learning Process 
The teaching learning process will try to construct history of ideas of key concepts that is central 
to this paper. This will be done by using original writings of the thinkers and some 
commentaries. The class lectures will use comparative method in power point presentations by 
trying to unearth similarities and subtle differences between two or more thinkers on the given 
topic. Talks and seminars involving interaction with experts working on thinkers will be used to 
highlight the nuances of the topic. This will thereby encourage students to think analytically 
about the material located and reading. It will also help students in writing, constructing 
arguments based on evidence. 
 
Assessment Methods 
Individual projects and Reflective assessments will be mode of their test. It will further be 
augmented by using Quiz and book review s that can help students locate thinkers and concept in 
both historical and present time. 
 
Keywords 
Nationalism, Justice, Democracy, Rights, Swaraj 
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