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A Two Day National Seminar on “The 'Holy' City of Banaras: Through the 

Ages" sponsored by ICSSR held in  Seminar Hall, Shyamlal College 12
th

-

13
th

 March, 2018 

The Department of History is also credited to have organized a two day national 

seminar on “The 'Holy' City of Banaras Through the Ages" on 12
th

 & 13
th

 

March, 2018 in the Seminar Hall of college. The aim of the seminar was to 

provide opportunity to students and teachers to develop academic interest in the 

rich material and cultural heritage of the ancient city of Banaras which has been 

undergoing largescale transformation in its landscape in recent times. The 

seminar was sponsored by ICSSR. Mr. Sushil Singh (Member of Parliament, 

Aurangabad, Bihar) was chief guest on the occasion who inaugurated the 

seminar with an inaugural speech. The Teacher-In-Charge, Department of 

History and Convenor, Dr. Jaya Kakkar invited Dr. Rabi Narayan Kar 

(Principal, Shyam Lal College) who delivered a welcome address to the 

delegates, the participants and the gathering. Dr. Manohar Singh Ranawat 

(Director, Shri Natnagar Shodh Sansthan, Sitamau) and Dr. Sanjay Kumar 

(Director, CSDS, New Delhi) were other honourable guests in the seminar. Dr. 

B.R. Mani (Director General National Museum) and Prof. S.Z.H. Jafri 

(Professor Medieval History at Department of History, University of Delhi) 

presented the keynote and presidential address respectively. There were 12 

technical session in two conference halls. There were 250 participants in the 

seminar.  The historians and scholars specializing in ancient, medieval and 

modern periods presented their lectures on the following sub-themes: Banaras 

through the prism of Archaeology, Heritage of Banaras reflected through Art 



and Architecture, the multi-cultural and multi-religious aspects of Banaras, 

Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism, Christanity, Sufism, Bhakti and Tantricism, 

Language and Literary tradition, Artisans, Trade and industry, Banaras in Indian 

National Movement, Banaras Raj and its triangular Relationship, Travel and 

Tourism: Possibilities and Expectations. Broadly, these lectures brought out the 

intellectual, religious and spiritual heritage and the cultural mosaic of tradition 

and modernity of the holy city Banaras. Participants presented academic papers 

in which they had articulated a historical interpretation/argument rooted in 

extensive primary source research, informed by thorough secondary source 

reading. The valedictory session was presided over by Prof. S.Z.H. Jafri who 

appreciated the intellectual churning during the two days of the seminar and 

emphasized various perspectives and historical data on Banaras and parts of 

historical process that were engaged during the deliberations. The program 

ended with a vote of thanks by the Teacher-in-Charge, Dr. Jaya Kakkar on 

behalf of the organizing team and Department of History. 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


